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With Drinking Water, Safe Enough |-

hen Americans turn
on the tap, they ex-
pect a stream of fresh,

ean water. After all, that’s

hat the Safe Drinking Water

't promised four decades ago.
But when a public utility

ports that its tap water is

g w Iree of contam-

inants, it
doesn’t mean
the liquid is
pure, unadul-
terated H,0. It
iE means the wa-
JMBERS ter has low or
P GRAVEN undetectable
CEINTY levels of a lim-
— ited number of

chemicals and
thogens the utility is re-
ired by law to monitor.
At least that’s how it’s
pposed to work.
|Recently, there has been a
1ady:stream of reports of
inted water. New Jersey’s
igest school district shut
! its water this past week
cause of elevated levels of
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Consumer Disclosure

Public water systems must produce an annual consumer confidence report identifying the water source

along with levels of regulated contaminants.
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chemical or contaminant level  contaminant level, result used for
pathogen goal at which the standard for judging

thereis noknown the highest level compliance, along
or expected allowed in drinking with the range of
health risk water test resulte

—

Sources: Citizens Energy Group; iStock (photo)

mental Protection Agency de-
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the whole universe. Instead,
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Inarganics
Arsenic (ppb) 0 ppb i
Barium (ppm) 2 ppm 2 ppm 0.10 (0.029 — 0.28)
Chromium (ppb) 100 ppb 100 ppb BDL (ND —-2.2)
Flouride (ppm) 4 ppm 4 ppm 0.78 (0.071 —1.1)
..Nitrate (ppm) 10 ppm 10 ppm 0:88 (ND - 5.9]

Note: ppb = parts per billion; ppm = parts per million; ND = non-aetect; BDL = below detection level
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In addition, it must be

fanmihla far tha natinn’c, -——

about 90 are regulatec
the EPA.

The EPA’s contamin;
candidate list helps the
prioritize substances fo
tential regulation basec
risk and how often they
in water supplies. Wher
first published in 1998,
included 50 chemicals s
microbial contaminants

The latest draft has |
chemicals or chemical g
and 12 microbial contan
nants, Examples includs¢
chemicais used in pestic
and pharmaceuticals as
as pathogens such as E.

he list is suppos

T be updated ever:
years, and each 1

the EPA is required to
mine whether to regul;
least five of the substa
Only one contaminai
perchlorate, has been a
to the regulated list in t
past 20 years; 24 other!
reviewed, but the agenc

idnd againet raoulating



